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Introduction

The theory of regionalism and attention to regional characteristics holds a special place and has a long-standing
history in the evolution of architectural thought. Attention to these values throughout various periods of
architectural history has been accompanied by excesses and deficiencies, and pursued with different objectives.
At times, it has been used as a tool for superiority and the consolidation of extremist nationalist and dogmatic
ideologies, while at other times, it has been considered a means to mitigate the negative consequences of the
modern era. In recent years, it has gained attention in the context of confronting the phenomenon of globalization
and the uniformity of environments. In the contemporary era, there have been widespread influences across
various fields, including architectural theories, presenting diverse and multifaceted perspectives. In some cases,
this has led to the emergence of innovative approaches concerning longstanding and deeply rooted ideas.
Regionalism, not as a style but as an approach, has been situated within the process of transformation and the
evolution of typology over time. The style-oriented perspectives of the late 19th century, influenced by European
Romanticism and Classicism, which emphasized spatial interpretations of environments, gradually transformed
into critical viewpoints in opposition to global technology with the development of modern thought. In recent
years, these perspectives have progressed in alignment with the expansion of social science theories, paralleling
the intrinsic value of human social life.

In other word, the regionalist approach has shifted from perspectives rooted in historical authenticity to those based
on geographical (land) authenticity, and more recently to beliefs-based viewpoints. Nowadays, new regional
architectural approaches are increasingly directed towards the concept of sustainable development, which has
gained attention since the late twentieth century and aligns with regionalism. The central discussion of this article
revolves around the definition of the region, the aspects and characteristics of regionalism in architecture, as well
as an examination of various approaches and the flow of transformations they have undergone in recent centuries.
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Materials and Methods

This research has been conducted utilizing qualitative research methods and detailed analytical techniques,
based on the perspectives of theorists and the analysis of specific instances. The research explores the theoretical
foundations of the subject by examining the perspectives offered by scholars, particularly Alexander Tzonis, Liane
Lefaivre, Lewis Mumford, and Kenneth Frampton. It will delve into various forms of regionalism and their
different approaches, along with relevant examples, culminating in the presentation of a theoretical model of
regionalism perspectives.

Results and Discussion

Regionalism has been positioned not merely as a style, but rather as an approach in the process of
transformation and the evolution of typology over time. Regionalism, over its extensive presence in the field of
architecture, has adopted various approaches, transitioning from form-historical methodologies that emphasized
identity towards climatic-phenomenological perspectives. This shift has replaced stylistic, formal, and aesthetic
discussions with a focus on social, cultural, ecological issues, and human connections. Therefore, using the method
of qualitative content analysis based on the logic of inductive reasoning, from the textual data and architectural
experiences mentioned in the research, move and by extracting the hidden concepts in it, gradually reach more
abstract levels of regionalism in architecture.

Conclusion

The results of studies and analyses of the views of experts and instances of contemporary architecture indicate
that today's regionalism approaches aim to mitigate previous dogmatic and restrictive ideologies while enhancing
environmental perspectives and leveraging the benefits of sustainable development. Today, new regional
architectural approaches are increasingly oriented towards the concept of sustainable development, which has
gained attention since the late twentieth century and has coincided with regionalism. Sustainable living and
evolutionary adaptation can significantly influence identity and, consequently, cultural and environmental
perspectives. This impact is not only associated with economic development but also has a constructive
relationship through tourism. Emphasizing public participation and a bottom-up approach in design, utilizing local
capabilities to achieve sustainable development, addressing the real needs of humanity, and acknowledging
cultural, social, and normative values are essential strategies today in resisting the homogeneity of the artificial
environment. This approach aims to strengthen the sense of place while fostering interaction and reaping the
benefits of sustainability. The results of the article are presented in the form of a theoretical model of regionalism
perspectives in contemporary architecture.
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