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Introduction

The lack of coherence and dynamism in urban spaces today results in fragmented environments, diminishing
their functionality and quality. Despite efforts in restoring old buildings, a unified spatial network remains absent.
The researcher examines the concepts of boundaries and the space between them, which serve multiple functions
such as separation, connection, and stabilization. Boundaries can be perceived as lines or spaces, with the latter
encompassing the 'in-between' that connects rather than divides. In environmental psychology, aesthetics play a
significant role in influencing human behavior, emotions, and perceptions of space. Urban aesthetics—through
elements like design, color, lighting, and access to nature—can foster social interaction, reduce stress, and enhance
individuals' sense of belonging (Erin et al, 2017).

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a review methodology and qualitative content analysis of related literature. The study
focuses on urban space cohesion, its effects on human psychology, and provides a framework for analyzing
aesthetics and functionality of intermediary spaces. Credible scientific sources were selected based on relevance,
authenticity, and journal quality. Using qualitative analysis, recurring themes and concepts were identified. The
study concludes with the analysis of aesthetic patterns in the urban edge design of the Rey Cement Factory.
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Results and Discussion

Beauty and Aesthetics

Beauty is a truth that soothes the body, mind, and soul. Aesthetics, rooted in the Greek aisthesis (sensory
perception), explores how humans perceive and emotionally respond to beauty. It is both a philosophical and
psychological inquiry into how cognitive and spiritual dimensions shape our experience of the beautiful.

Environmental Aesthetics

Environmental aesthetics explores the deep, reciprocal interaction between humans and their surroundings.
Through sensory perception, individuals cognitively process environmental elements, forming judgments and
values. Unlike abstract art aesthetics, it involves a multi-sensory, lived experience that assigns meaning and
emotional value to space. This active engagement shapes how people perceive, judge, and even help create
environments with aesthetic significance. Scholars distinguish between "formal" and ""symbolic" aesthetic qualities
in this context, emphasizing both perceptual and evaluative dimensions of environmental experience.

Urban Aesthetic Analysis of Edges and In-Between Spaces

The concept of "border" carries multiple spatial-philosophical functions—separation, connection, stabilization,
regulation, and distinction—while fundamentally enabling inclusion and exclusion. Borders define the “self” in
relation to the “other” and function both as separators and connectors, forming paradoxical spaces of in-
betweenness. In urban aesthetics, elements like urban edges and joints (or “articulations™) play a crucial role in
shaping spatial identity. Strong urban edges, as discussed by Lynch, contribute to collective memory and visual
perception, forming legible and meaningful boundaries within the urban landscape.

Conclusion

The project addresses the spatial reintegration of the abandoned Rey Cement Factory, situated within the
historically layered urban context of Rey. Once an industrial landmark, the site now acts as a spatial and social
discontinuity. The proposed design introduces a continuous linear spine traversing fragmented edge conditions,
generating diverse spatial experiences and fostering programmatic flexibility. The intervention aspires to transform
the site into an adaptable public interface, responsive to future socio-cultural dynamics.
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