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Introduction

Historic buildings are vital embodiments of cultural heritage, reflecting the identity, collective memory, and
social cohesion of communities across time. Nevertheless, the deliberate demolition of such structures constitutes
a profound threat to cultural heritage, frequently driven by institutional shortcomings, economic pressures, and a
lack of cultural awareness. This phenomenon leads not only to the irreversible loss of architectural assets but also
to the disruption of historical continuity and the weakening of social and cultural fabrics. In the context of
accelerating urbanization and profit-oriented development, there is an urgent need to develop effective policy
strategies that prevent intentional demolition. This study addresses the central research question: What policy
measures can effectively deter the intentional destruction of historic buildings? By advocating a proactive and
integrative preservation approach, this research aims to propose a comprehensive framework that balances private
property rights with collective responsibilities for heritage conservation. The findings underscore the necessity to
critically reassess and refine existing conservation policies to more effectively safeguard cultural heritage amid
contemporary challenges.
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Materials and Methods

This research employs a qualitative approach, utilizing Thematic Content Analysis (TCA) to explore the causes,
consequences, and policy solutions for preventing intentional demolition of historical buildings. Using MAXQDA
2024 for data coding and analysis, the study identifies key themes that inform an integrated policy framework.
This analytical approach ensures that the multifaceted nature of the problem is addressed through a holistic lens
that combines legal frameworks with socio-cultural and economic incentives.

Results and Discussion

Through thematic content analysis of qualitative data using MAXQDA, the study initially identified 87 codes,
which were systematically distilled into three overarching themes: the underlying causes of intentional demolition,
its socio-cultural and urban consequences, and potential policy responses. The analysis highlights that deliberate
destruction of historic buildings is primarily driven by institutional shortcomings, economic pressures, and a
weakening cultural connection to heritage.

These actions result in complex and far-reaching consequences, including the erosion of collective memory,
fragmentation of social cohesion, and the deterioration of urban identity. In response to these challenges, the study
proposes a comprehensive triadic policy framework composed of: (1) enforceable regulatory mechanisms, (2)
targeted economic incentives, and (3) forward-looking cultural strategies aimed at prevention and awareness.
The findings underscore that sustainable heritage preservation cannot rely solely on legal deterrents. Instead, it
must be embedded within a broader socio-economic and cultural context—where legal enforcement is
complemented by community participation, financial justification for conservation, and long-term investments in
cultural consciousness. This integrative approach not only mitigates the drivers of intentional demolition but also
fosters a resilient, heritage-informed urban future.

Conclusion

This study highlights the urgent need for integrated and context-sensitive policies to prevent the intentional
demolition of historic buildings. Such actions undermine both tangible heritage and intangible cultural identity. A
triadic policy framework—combining mandatory regulations, economic incentives, and preventive measures—
can more effectively address the root causes of demolition. Legal enforcement ensures compliance, incentives
align stakeholder interests, and awareness-building fosters long-term preservation culture. Striking a balance
between private property rights and collective responsibility is essential. Future studies should focus on evaluating
these strategies in practice and tailoring them to local socio-economic and governance conditions.
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