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Introduction

Industrial architectural heritage is a critical yet often underappreciated domain within the broader spectrum of
cultural heritage. It represents the physical and intangible legacy of socio-technical transformations that shaped
modern societies. In Iran, despite increasing attention to heritage preservation, there is still no unified evaluative
framework tailored to the unique characteristics of industrial architecture. This study addresses this gap by
proposing a value-based assessment approach grounded in international charters and scholarly literature, aiming
to develop a structured set of valuation criteria applicable to industrial heritage sites in Khorasan Razavi province.

Materials and Methods

This study employed a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative content analysis with quantitative field
evaluation. Initially, a thematic analysis of international charters, academic literature, and formal guidelines was
conducted to extract key concepts and criteria for valuing industrial architectural heritage. These sources included
documents by UNESCO, ICOMOS, TICCIH, and related scholarly works.Based on this analysis, a structured
framework of value criteria was developed. Subsequently, fourteen representative industrial buildings in the
Khorasan region were evaluated using a custom-designed questionnaire based on these criteria, applying a five-
point Likert scale. The assessments were conducted by a purposive group of qualified experts in architecture and
heritage studies, whose professional evaluations informed the quantitative analysis and highlighted the strengths
and weaknesses of each site in relation to the established criteria.
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Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that most of the studied buildings possess high historical, social, and aesthetic value, while
their functional and technical values remain comparatively low. This discrepancy highlights the lack of adaptive
reuse and ongoing utility in many cases. The results align with prior research (e.g., Hanachi et al., 2013; Shahraki
et al., 2022) which emphasize the neglect of industrial heritage in heritage management practices in Iran. Unlike
some previous structures that are context-sensitive or deeply localized, the present approach focuses on the
operationalization of internationally recognized criteria in a consistent, expert-driven manner. The methodology
enables systematic evaluation while remaining flexible for future adaptation to other Iranian contexts.

Conclusion

This research contributes to the ongoing discourse on heritage valuation by offering a consolidated structure
based on global standards and applying it to industrial heritage in Iran. The approach is not intended as a culturally
specific or locally adapted model but rather as a structured tool for expert assessment. The study demonstrates the
potential for systematic valuation in understudied domains such as industrial architecture. Its main limitations
include a small sample size of expert participants and the exclusion of broader stakeholder perspectives. Future
research should incorporate participatory approaches and context-aware adaptations to strengthen the relevance
and legitimacy of heritage valuation practices in the Iranian context.
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1- The International Committee for the Conservation of
the Industrial Heritage

2- International Council on Monuments and Sites
3- Athens Charter

4- Venice Charter

5- The Nara Document on Authenticity
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