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Introduction

Place is interpreted as a meaningful space and has different scales. Belonging to place, in addition to individual
and social identity characteristics, is a factor in creating or strengthening attachment to a place, and it is an issue
that has been considered in the design structure of physical or urban spaces. This position has made taking
responsibility for it an important necessity in architectural and urban design. Despite its history and meaningful
presence in physical and urban historical spaces, and the role it plays in narrative and meaning-making,
opportunities to belong to the place have been denied and emotional connections with it have been degraded.
Redefining it, by establishing a connection between the individual and the environment, develops a commitment
to protection and guardianship, and paves the way for sustainable development. This research, with the aim of
improving the status of place in architectural or urban space, seeks to answer the question: What factors are
effective in creating a sense of belonging to a place and improving the quality of the environment?

Materials and Methods

The research method is qualitative, and in the field of methodology, it's based on a qualitative-interpretive
model with a content (discourse) analysis and interpretation-oriented approach. According to basic data (library
sources), the opinions of experts were extracted, categorized, and interpreted, and within a conceptual framework,
the differences, similarities, and meanings that emerged in the discourses were analyzed.
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Results and Discussion

The sense of belonging to place is an integrated approach, and many qualitative elements and components are
effective in shaping and directing it. The satisfaction of an individual's needs is the result of the fulfillment of
needs by the environment. In this way, his relationship with the environment becomes more effective and carries
a positive inferential meaning. The sense of belonging encompasses two dimensions: physical and social, and
emphasizes the superiority of social belonging over physical belonging. Accordingly, by creating a context through
architectural space, such as separating private and public elements, stimuli such as form, shape, and geometry,
spatial scale, and appropriate division of spaces, the duration of a person's presence, which is the magical essence
of creating a place and increases the depth of belonging in the audience, can be enhanced.

Conclusion

Belonging to place is the result of the interaction of the three components of the individual, society, and the
environment. In the individual domain, motivations, competencies, perception and cognition, and ultimately the
individual's emotional connections with space are decisive. In the social sphere, two categories of cultural symbols
and social symbols are considered determining factors of a sense of belonging. At the environmental scale,
predicting activities and facilitating social interactions in the environment and providing it physically through
shape, dimensions, color, scale, and relationships between physical components are fundamental factors
influencing the sense of belonging to a place.
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10. Synchrony and Connectedness
11. Place Identity
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